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CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations are extended to
Spencer Heaps, a junior at Liberty
High School, and Matt Hardester,
a junior at Century High School, for
earning first & second chair tuba
respectively in the 2006 Carro l l
County Senior All County Band.
Adam Selby, a junior at Winters
Mill High School, earned third chair
Senior All County trombone, and
Shane Conard took fourth chair
trumpet in the 2006 Carroll County
Junior All County Band. We are
all proud of each of your accom-
plishments!

2006 Army Tuba/Euphonium
Conference

This is just a reminder to all
members of my studio to plan on
attending the 2006 Army Tu b a
Euphonium Conference.  It takes
place during the last weekend in
January. You should go.  Bring
friends.  Bring family members.

More information about the
complete conference, clinicians, and
directions may be found at the
Army’s website:
http://www.usarmyband.com/events/

tubaeuphonium_conference.html
I trust that you will manage to

attend!

Listen Up!

I hope that each of you had a
wonderful and restful holiday.  I
hope and trust that you managed to
practice productively, and enjoyed
the extra time available to begin
working on your Solo & Ensemble
pieces.  If you managed to receive
one of the best presents ever – a gift

card to your local classical CD store,
or perhaps even an Amazon.com gift
certificate — I hope that you will
manage to pick up a CD of your
instrument.  I’ve been listening to
new tuba CDs over my break and I
can’t say how excited I am over what
I’ve heard!!!  I’ve listened to some
great new players and even managed
to hear some new music that I am
very interested in purchasing and
playing on my next recital!

Here’s a few that I recommend
you keep an ear out for:

American Music for Tu b a :
Something Old, Something New
(Dave Zerkle, tuba).

Sonata (Toby Hanks, tuba).
Sampler (Toby Hanks, tuba).
When I Fall In Love ( C h r i s

Botti, trumpet).
Tro m b o n a s t i c s (Joseph A l e s s i ,

trombone).
Listen to T h i s ! (Adam Frey,

euphonium).
Gomalan Brass Quintet - these

guys have two CDs out and they are
sickly talented.  It is the future of the
brass quintet.  Everyone should one a
copy.

New Years Resolutions

Okay, I’m not really into make up
New Years resolutions, but I will hap-
pily acknowledge that the beginning
of the year is a great time for self
examination and rededication.  I hope
that you have considered how your
practicing and playing will improve
this year.  One of the problems with
New Years resolutions is that they are
often so grandiose that they are unat-
tainable.  With that in mind, I would
like to offer a couple of suggestions
for you this year that  you will cer-
tainly be able to complete and will

lead to happier practicing and dra-
matic improvement!

(1) Practice every scale every
day. If you play it right, then move
on.  If you screw it up, play it slow-
ly and correct.  Then move on.
Don’t belabor the point.

(2) Practice at least FIVE min-
utes each day. I’m not suggesting
that you cut back on practicing to
only five minutes, but that on busy
days where you swear you can’t
practice, that you find just five min-
utes somewhere to squeeze in a cou-
ple of scales.

(3) Use a different scale pat-
tern every day. Change your artic-
ulation pattern.  Play down, then up.
Play each note twice before moving
to the next pitch. Just come up with
a new pattern each day and use it in
all keys.  Get inventive - do some-
thing like the Clarke studies when
you have more time, something
simple like “all slurred” on days you
are pressed for time.  Keep it varied.
Keep it interesting.

(4) Clean your instrument at
least every other month. Get a
new calendar from the card store
and mark it in now: first weekend in
J a n u a r y, March, May, July,
September, and November.  Stick to
it.  Keep it running smooth and
sounding great.

(5) Transcribe (or “learn by
ear”) a solo or song once a month.
Stick with it! If you get frustrated,
know that it’s only one you’re doing
this month.  Know that it WILL get
easier over time.  It can be any style:
a pop melody off the radio, a
Christmas carol that’s stuck in your
head, or a solo off a jazz CD.  Just
dive in and start learning it today!
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